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SUB J : MINERALS EXPLOITATION 

REF: (A) KINSHASA 1633 

(B) STATE 044669 

(C) KINSHASA 1811 

1. ECON COUNSELOR CALLED ON MINISTER FOR MINES, D'ZBO, 
FEB. 4 AND TOOK OCCASION TO QUESTION IN MOST GENERAL 
TERMS IMPLICATION OF RECENT GOZ DECISION TO RESTRICT 
COPPER/COBALT EXPLOITATION. D'ZBO HELD FORTH VAGUELY 
FOR ABOUT TWENTY MINUTES, DROPPING FOLLOWING TIDBITS 
ALONG WAY: 

A) INTENT OF GOZ THREEFOLD: TO ENCOURAGE NEW IN 
VESTMENTS IN AGRICULTURE; TO SIGNAL CLEARLY TO 
POTENTIAL MINING INVESTORS THAT THEY SHOULD LOOK 
TO MINERALS OTHER THAN COPPER/COBALT AND TO AREAS 
OTHER THAN SHABA, KASAI AND KIVU; AND TO RECOGNIZE 
THAT PROJECTIONS OF COPPER PRICE ARGUED AGAINST 
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THREE COMPANIES. 

B) WHILE HE NOT COMPLETELY AWARE OF DETAILS 
KENNECOTT/GEC AMINES DISCUSSIONS. D'ZBO DOUBTED 
THAT JOINT VENTURE WOULD FLY, (1) BECAUSE OF 
GENERAL INTENT TO HOLD FUTURE PRODUCTION AT 
CURRENTLY AGREED LEVELS AND (2) BECAUSE "WHILE 
IT IS NATURAL FOR STATE-OWNED ORGANIZATION TO 
TAKE SHARES IN PRIVATE VENTURES, IT IS LESS 
LIKELY THAT PRIVATE COMPANIES WILL BE ALLOWED 
TO BUY INTO STATE-OWNED ORGANIZATIONS". ECON 
COUNSELOR DID NOT TRY TO POINT OUT THAT KENNECOTT 
PROPOSAL DID NOT REALLY FIT IN THIS CONTEXT. 

C) REYNOLDS, ESSO EASTERN AND ANY OTHER NON- 
COPPER/COBALT VENTURE ARE IN NO WAY AFFECTED BY 
DECISIONS. 

2. COMMENT: WE STILL BELIEVE BEST WAY TO SMOKE OUT 
GOZ INTENT RE KENNECOTT IS FOR COMPANY TO POSE DIRECT 
QUESTION. 

HINTON 
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